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FAI UK is pleased to invite you to a very special tour to Welbeck Estate, 
 to a “Palladian” Villa and to Renishaw Hall welcomed by their owners 

 
 

 
 
 

 
This short weekend offers privileged access to one of 
Britain’s greatest stately homes, the do’s and don’ts of 

building, and living in, a replica of a Palladian villa 
today, and seeing behind the scenes of the historic 

home of Britain’s most famous aristocratic and 
artistic eccentrics of the 1930s. 

 
 
 
 

Friday 17th – Sunday 19th November 2017 
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Friday evening, 17 November Hodstock Priory 
6 p.m. Meet at the the Retford Station: by private bus to Hodstock Priory for the night 
7.30 p.m. Bus to the Yeoldebell Restaurant for dinner 
9.00 p.m. Back to Hodstock Priory for the night 
 
 
Saturday morning, 18 November, Welbeck Abbey 
Leave by bus at 9.30 a.m. 
 
Welbeck Abbey, in Sherwood Forest, is one of Britain’s very greatest historic 
collections, comparable with Chatsworth, Burghley, and Castle Howard, but much 
less known because it was almost inaccessible to the general public until recently (although 
scholars were welcome). It includes works by Michelangelo, Van Dyck, Nicholas 
Hilliard, and Stubbs, but also rarities in the decorative arts such as grand 17th-century 
French silver that hardly survives in France today due to the Revolution.  
It was the seat of the Dukes of Portland, whose descendants continue to live in it and have 
invested energy, money, and creativity in building an elegant modern space, the Harley 
Gallery, to show highlights of the collection and contemporary work to the everyday 
visitor. 
As a treat for FAI UK supporters, its owner, William Parente, who is grandson of the 
Seventh Duke of Portland and on the advisory panel of FAI UK, is also offering us a special 
tour of the great house itself and all its treasures in situ, followed by lunch, which he and 
Alison are hosting.   
  
 
Saturday afternoon, 18 November, Thoresby Park  
Leave by bus at 9.30 a.m.  
Hugh Matheson has not only won an Olympic silver medal for rowing, but since 1994, he 
has been building a replica of the Villa Caldogno near Vicenza, to designs attributed 
to Andrea Palladio, on the large estate that he unexpectedly inherited as a young 
man. He has called it Thoresby Park, not to be confused with the old seat, 19th-century 
Thoresby Hall, which was sold to the Coal Board after mining caused subsidence. 
  
Hugh is a descendant of the Pierreponts of Thoresby, Dukes of Kingston-upon-Hull and 
Earls Manvers. He is a farmer, runs an estate management company and a boat-race sports-
rights company, and is a rowing pundit for Eurosport. He has been regionally and 
nationally involved in the governance of the National Trust. 
Hugh will recount all the stages of building this Palladian villa, which have been 
adventurous. He says, “I sacked my contractor for general hopelessness when the 
brickwork reached the piano nobile, brought all the staff into the Estate Works 
Department and took over the project management. The trustees were full of 
encouragement but offered no capital for the construction, so the money spent each 
year has depended on the price of potatoes and carrots”. It has finally reached the stage 
of doing the landscaping and ha-has, while Hugh’s wife, Ranji, is finishing the 
interiors. The house is not open to the public.  
Hugh and Ranji will be giving us tea and cake.  
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Sunday morning, 19 November, Renishaw Hall 
Leave by bus for Renishaw Hall at 9.30 a.m. 
 
Renishaw has been owned by the Sitwell family for almost 400 years and was remodelled 
and enlarged by the dynamic first baronet, Sitwell Sitwell (1793-1808).  The hall was 
brought back to life as a family home by Sir George Sitwell 4th Bt, Sir Osbert Sitwell 
5th Bt, and his nephew Sir Reresby Sitwell 7th Bt with Lady Sitwell, parents of Alexandra 
Hayward, who lives in the house with her family. 
 
Renishaw’s art and furnishings are due to three main collectors: the above-
mentioned Sitwell Sitwell, George Sitwell (c. 1881-1921), and Osbert Sitwell (1921-65). The 
first bought some of the most important items in the house from the 1802 Melbourne/York 
House sale, and the 18th-century Flemish tapestries.  The second had a passion for Italy and 
the Italian Baroque, which he passed on to his sons.  He embarked on extensive shopping 
sprees to Italy in the early 1900s, while the third, as well as being part of the Sitwell Literary 
Trio (Osbert, Edith and Sacheverell), collected early 20th-century modern art as well as 
Italian Old Masters. 
 
The tour begins with the ground floor, with its Old Masters and fine furnishings, which 
include Salvator Rosa’s Belisarius in Disgrace, works by Magnasco, leading 18th-century 
portraitists and equestrian artists, and the great Sargent of Sir George Sitwell and family.  
It then focuses on Sir Osbert as a patron of art. Renishaw has the largest private collection 
of paintings by John Piper, and works commissioned from artists whom Sir Osbert wished 
to encourage, including Frank Dobson, Rex Whistler, Cecil Beaton, 
Maurice Lambert, Gino Severini and Elie Nadelman. 
  
The Outrageous Sitwell Literary Trio  
The famous trio of Edith, Osbert and Sacheverell Sitwell was at the forefront of the avant-
garde literary and cultural scene in the 1920s and 1930s, with Edith’s performance 
poem Façade, set to music by William Walton, bringing the Sitwells considerable notoriety 
and launching their own movement of “Sitwellism”, rivalling the Bloomsbury set.  

The visit lets us into their lives through their photos and papers, including letters from 
the World War I front, images and anecdotes of such famous Sitwell contemporaries 
as Evelyn Waugh, D.H. Lawrence, Rex Whistler, William Walton, John Betjeman, Dylan 
Thomas, Somerset Maugham, T.S. Eliot, Wilfred Owen, John Piper, Siegfried Sassoon, Cecil 
Beaton, Noel Coward, Wyndham Lewis, Augustus John, Virginia Woolf, and members of 
the royal family.  
  

Renishaw Hall Gardens  

The Italianate garden was created in the 1890s by Sir George, who published his garden 
design theories, On the Making of Gardens, after visiting over 200 gardens in Italy and 
creating this garden.  In the 1960s the gardens enjoyed a renaissance under Sir Reresby and 
Lady Sitwell. Since 2009 Alexandra has been continuing this process by revealing the 
original structure of the garden and re-designing planting schemes.   
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Renishaw Hall was Christie’s HHA Garden of the Year in 2015 and this year is enjoying, for 
the first time, Arne Maynard’s exciting new planting scheme for the huge 
borders that dominate Middle Lawn.  

 

Besides visiting the gardens, we shall see Sir George’s notebook, letters, album of 
photographs of Italy and his plans for the gardens and Hall, which included often 
seeking— but not necessarily following—the advice of leading experts of the day such as 
Lutyens and Gertrude Jekyll.   

Lunch at Renishaw Hall (restaurant) 

Leave by bus to Chesterfield Station after lunch 

 

Practical details 
The total price per participant includes all of the following:  
- Accommodation at Hodstock Priory for 2 nights (including breakfast) 
- All visits and private visit 
- Luncheons, dinners and receptions as listed  
 
All transportation will be done by private bus 
 
The price does not include:  
- Travel to Welbeck and back 
- Any kind of personal insurance  
 
Priced on minimum base of 20 full-paying participants in double occupancy 
The supplement for a single room will be £ 80 per person per day  
 
Suggested price per person £ 800 
This price includes a donation of £ 500 to FAI UK, which is eligible for Gift Aid 
 
 
About FAI UK 
FAI UK – Italian Heritage Trust is a new, London based charitable organisation that aims to 
spread awareness and foster appreciation of Italy’s great national heritage by supporting 
the charitable purposes of FAI. The mission of FAI Fondo Ambiente Italiano (the 
National Trust for Italy), is twofold: on the one hand, to promote a practical culture of 
respect for Italy's landscape, art, architecture, history and traditions; and on the other, to 
conserve and protect an extraordinary legacy that is a fundamental part, not only of the 
Italian identity, but of the whole world’s. FAI is a national, not-for-profit trust that was set 
up in 1975, which has since saved, restored and opened to the public numerous fine 
building, and protected tracts of the coast and beautiful countryside. 
 
Contact details 
Maria Carolina di Valmarana | Trustee | c.valmarana@faiuk.org |  
Mobile: 07951 594481 
 


